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Invest in an 
urban green 
future

1 Sustainability

Dive into a city where nature’s majesty meets 
cutting-edge green initiatives and every corner 
holds a story of transformation and commitment 
to a brighter, more sustainable future.



Martin Lindquist, 
Nordic Timber Labs Ltd.

80%
decrease in CO2 emissions 
from 1990 to 2025

99%
of municipal waste is utilised

600
the reduction of carbon dioxide 
load in energy production be-
cause of Lahti’s energy transition

kilo-
tonsLahti is among 

the world’s top 
sustainable cities
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Lahti’s transition from a traditional industrial town into a modern green city 
is a true European success story that can inspire hope in uncertain times. 
Lahti has worked on environmental issues for decades and is continuously 
developing as a city with a sustainable future.

The story of Lahti is closely linked to 
the development of Finland. During 
the twentieth century, Lahti grew 
faster than any other city in Finland. 

However, an era of rapid growth 
and urbanisation through the 1960s 
and 1970s had a heavy impact on Lake 
Vesijärvi, making it one of the most 
polluted lakes in Finland by 1975. 

Then in 1987, Lahti’s journey of 
environmental conservation began as 
the city took its first step towards be-
coming a European Green Capital with 
the Lake Vesijärvi Project. Companies, 
scientists and citizens united to re-
store the lake’s water quality. Decades 
of work for the conservation and 
restoration of the lake have brought 
important environmental expertise 
into the city. 

In recent years, the City of Lahti 
and its consortium companies have 
invested heavily in renewable energy 
– to the tune of €160 million. The city 
invests around €20 million annually 

towards various environmental 
solutions, such as water protection 
and climate change mitigation through 
energy efficiency. 

Lahti is particularly strong in the 
fields of air quality, waste, green 
growth and eco innovation as well as 
governance. 

Lahti’s transformation story is 
a source of inspiration, and the 
city boasts scalable environmental 
solutions that have a global impact. 
Strong climate action over the past 
number of years, involving green 
business strategies and investments in 
the circular economy have made Lahti 
a green role model and a city with a 
sustainable future. 

The European Green Capital year 
created a positive shift in the city’s 
image – increasing its ability to attract 
newcomers, students and businesses 
to the area. Businesses and employers 
have taken environmental issues to 
heart, creating a competitive edge and 

new research, innovation opportunities 
and new jobs in the future. 

Most of the stakeholders felt 
that the reputation of Lahti and the 
surrounding areas had become more 
positive because of the European 
Green Capital year. A majority of the 
corporate partners stated that they 
had benefited from the theme year in 
terms of visibility, conspicuousness or 
communications. 

Following the year, Lahti ranks in 
the top 20 of European destinations 
in nature and sustainable tourism and 
in the top 22 of CNN’s best tourism 
destinations in the world in 2022. 

Lahti is currently working towards 
the next ambitious target of becoming 
a carbon-neutral city by 2025, which is 
25 years ahead of the EU target. 

 

Being chosen as the European Green 
Capital of the Year was a further factor 
that drew our attention to the Lahti region. 
The title indicates that the City of Lahti is a 
pioneer in environmental matters that sees 
added value in a new operator like us. 

S
U

S
T

A
I

N
A

B
I

L
I

T
Y

B
U

S
IN

E
S

S
S

P
O

R
T

N
A

T
U

R
E

 
&

 
C

U
L

T
U

R
E

IN
T

R
O

IN
V

E
S

T
O

R
 

G
U

ID
E





1515
1414

Urban 
energy meets 
lakeside calm

2 Nature & Culture

In the Green Capital of Lakeland, everything is within 
a 15-minute walk, seamlessly blending the energy 
of the city with the serenity of UNESCO-recognized 
landscapes. Truly, the best of both worlds.
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Lahti in 
motion all 
year round

3 Sport

Lahti is the leading Nordic sports tourism 
destination with major world-renowned sports 
and culture events hosted year-round – welcoming 
a total of 300 000 event visitors annually.
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World-class 
congress and 
culture city

4 Business & Conferences

Lahti’s modern facilities and historical significance 
create an optimal foundation where every congress, 
every meeting and every event is more than just an 
everyday occasion – it’s an experience of excellence.
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Concert and Congress 
Centre Sibelius Hall 
The Sibelius Hall masterfully blends local 
industrial history with Finnish contempo-
rary wooden architecture. While primarily 
an oval-shaped concert hall, the Main 
Hall also doubles as a meeting and 
conference venue, offering a captivating 
ambience. The Main Hall, an absolute 
acoustic miracle, also serves as the home 
concert hall of the Lahti Symphony 
Orchestra.

The Forest Hall, which is the heart 
of Sibelius Hall, seamlessly connects 
its various sections. Overlooking Lake 
Vesijärvi, the Forest Hall stands out as a 
distinct exhibition and trade fair venue 
throughout the year, with a capacity of 
up to 1 500 people.

The Sibelius Hall and Lahti Fair Centre 
attract around 200 000 leisure and 
business event visitors annually.

Lahti Museum of 
Visual Arts Malva 
In April 2022, the Museum of Visual
Arts Malva opened in Malski Culture 
Centre, located in the heart of the city.
Malski is a significant part of Lahti’s 
industrial heritage; an old brewery 
building from 1912 that has been renovat-
ed into a contemporary event centre. This 
location now boasts a vibrant museum of 
visual arts, a selection of event venues, 
a diverse world of restaurants and a 
museum shop – a combination that is 
unique throughout Finland.

During its inaugural year, the Malva 
Museum welcomed 100 000 culture 
enthusiasts while the Malski area saw 
approximately 150 000 visitors.

World-class inspiring venues, a compact city centre, natural beauty and
a can-do attitude will ensure a fun and fuss-free event for every participant. 
Lahti is actively seeking opportunities to host fascinating meetings
and incentive groups.

Salpausselkä UNESCO 
Global Geopark is perfect 
for side events and 
incentive tours 
Salpausselkä Geopark features a diverse 
landscape of forest-covered ridges and 
hills, hundreds of lakes, rolling fields and 
outcrops of nearly two-billion-year-old 
bedrock. A landscape created by water 
with easily accessible nature attractions, 
such as Päijänne National Park, and four 
distinct seasons make the area ideal 
for recreation, outdoor activities and 
geotourism all year round – whether 
enjoying the endless summer days or 
the peaceful darkness of winter. The area 
is also the number one destination for 
sports lovers in Finland.

Since Lahti was nominated as the 
European Green Capital in 2021, technical 
tours to cleantech companies and meet-
ings with regional experts have been 
arranged. Each year, numerous groups 
visit Lahti to explore the unique expertise 
and innovations originating from Finland 
and specifically from Lahti.

Nordic flavours and the 
purest groundwater
The local flavours of the Lahti region 
emerge from Finland’s northern nature 
and four distinctive seasons. The region 
is teeming with local bakeries, farmers’ 
markets and breweries.

Pure groundwater is a remarkable 
resource for the large beverage and 
food industry in the area. More than a 
million Finns in the Helsinki metropolitan 
area drink water from the Salpausselkä 
Geopark area: the tap water in the capital 
region is sourced from Lake Päijänne, 
which is clean enough to drink from.
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Sibelius Hall is a masterpiece of wood architecture. 

Messilä, the largest ski centre in Southern Finland, overlooks Lake Vesijärvi.

Family-owned Teerenpeli Brewery & Distillery was awarded as the IWSC 
2020 Worldwide Whisky Producer.

Interactive artwork by Finnish Ekho Collective is permanently on display in Malva.

The premier destination for 
memorable meetings
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The 
investment 
environment 
of Lahti

5 Investor Guide

Numerous internationally recognised brands 
including Telia, Sandvik, BE Group, Telnor, Andritz, 
Hartwall and Rapala WMC, Kempower, Luhta 
Sportswear Company, have established their  
home base in the Lahti region.







Hannu Leminen, CEO LUHTA-Kiinteistöt Oy

Tiina Luhtanen
tiina.luhtanen@luhta.fi

Marko Tiitinen
marko.tiitinen@ncc.fi

The active and scenic economic area of Päijät-Häme, 
with several hundred thousand inhabitants and several 

hundred companies, is in great need of a high-quality hotel 
of international standard. Our building ground enables a 

unique opportunity to become a leading player in the hotel 
market in the region.
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